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January 25, 2022 
 

The Honorable Ron DeSantis 
Governor of the state of Florida 
400 S. Monroe St. 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-0001 

 
RE: Withdrawal of Emergency Rule: 65CER21-3-Standards for Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC) 
Homes and Unaccompanied Refugee Minor Programs under the Florida State Department of Children 
and Families Division of Family Safety and Preservation Program 

 
Dear Governor DeSantis, 

 

On behalf of the Hispanic Federation and its network of Latino community-based member organizations 
and partners across the state, we write to strongly urge you to withdraw Emergency Rule 65CER21-3 
presented in the Florida Administrative Code (FAC) on December 10, 2021. Executive Rule 65CER21-3 
establishes enormous burdens on state federally contracted nonprofit caregivers and businesses - such as 
child-placing agencies and residential child-caring agencies - to apply for, renew, and maintain their state 
licenses and inflicts extreme and adverse deprivations to the most vulnerable minor children in need of 
care in our state. 

 

We are asking for your swift action in withdrawing the Standards for Unaccompanied Alien Children (UAC) 
Homes and Unaccompanied Refugee Minor Programs. The issuance and renewal of state licenses via the 
Florida Department of Children and Families (DCF) is a critical component in ensuring the wellbeing and 
safety of all children in licensed care facilities and homes. The proposed executive rule poses the following 
undue burden(s): 

 

• Restricting the ability of foster families, shelters, and faith-based organizations to serve 
vulnerable children and families by requiring them to choose only one group of vulnerable 
children to serve. 

• Eliminating access of qualified federally contracted child-caring and serving organizations to 
necessary licensing applications and approval. 

• Forcible removal of minor children from stable and supportive care facilities and homes due to 
loss of licensure under the new rule. 

 
These committed organizations, in partnership with the Florida Department of Children and Families 
(DCF), assist the most vulnerable individuals in our communities, and in this case, susceptible minor 
children seeking asylum under the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services Office of Refugee 
Settlement (ORR). Foster care and shelter facilities are critical components in the family reunification and 
sponsoring process. 

 

We note that unaccompanied children who arrive in the United States without legal guardians are granted 
special protection under the William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act 
(TVPRA). This law requires unaccompanied minors from non-contiguous countries who are received by 

 

Taking Hispanic Causes to Heart hispanicfederation.org 

CONNECTICUT   • FLORIDA   • NEW YORK   • NORTH CAROLINA   • PUERTO RICO   • RHODE ISLAND   • WASHINGTON, DC 



1/25/22 
 

 

2 
 

 

the U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) to be transferred into the custody of the Office of Refugee 
Resettlement (ORR) through the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). To keep these 
children safe, ORR relies on a network of childcare providers, including faith-based organizations, to 
provide temporary care in shelters or foster families until the child reunites with their vetted and approved 
family member or sponsor. These childcare providers are legally required to be licensed by state officials to 
ensure proper state oversight and the wellbeing of children. Blocking access to issuance and renewal of 
these state licenses prevents families from serving as foster parents for migrant children and prevents 
agencies from coordinating care for children in need of foster care families – including those that are 
Florida-born. 

 

We look to you to ensure that all of Florida's children, regardless of where they were born, have the right 
and inherent dignity to grow healthy and thrive in safe, stable caring environments. We look forward to 
your response and to working together to serve in the best interests of all of Florida’s children. 

 
Respectfully, 

 
 
 

Laudi Campo 
Florida State Director 
Hispanic Federation 
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