The=Census Project

June 22, 2020

The Honorable Jerry Moran The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen
Chairman Ranking Member

Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on
Commerce, Justice, Science Commerce, Justice, Science
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510

Dear Chairman Moran and Ranking Member Shaheen,

As the Senate prepares to consider its version of the next COVID-19 spending measure, we, as
members and affiliates of The Census Project (www.thecensusproject.org), urge you to include
supplemental funding to help the Census Bureau cover costs related to the ongoing COVID-19
pandemic and its conduct of the 2020 Census.

As you know, the 2020 Census is underway with just over 60% of American homes having
responded to date. A successful decennial census is paramount. Its data will inform
congressional apportionment and the distribution of over $1.5 trillion of federal funding a year
for healthcare, education, roads, housing, and other vital services.1 Further, over the next decade,
the private sector will rely on 2020 Census data to make critical planning and investment
decisions, while state and local government officials will use the data to meet the needs of their
communities.

The COVID-19 pandemic has exacerbated the challenge of conducting an inclusive, accurate,
and efficient 2020 Census, forcing the Bureau to, among other things, adopt new procedures to
protect field staff, temporarily suspend field operations and close local offices, and push the
Nonresponse Follow-Up phase into the summer and fall. Because of these schedule adjustments,
the Administration asked Congress for statutory relief to push back its delivery of apportionment
counts to no later than April 30, 2021, and redistricting data to the states to before July 31,
2021—a decision that has deep operational and cost implications. Census stakeholders have
already identified several needed enhancements, such as targeted advertising and outreach
materials in additional languages and increased and expanded Census Questionnaire Assistance
capacity, to address the severe disruption the COVID-19 crisis has caused for successful conduct
of the 2020 Census.

1 New Report Says $1.5 Trillion in Federal Funding to States and Localities Annually Depends Upon Good Census
Count. Nov. 18, 2019. https://censusproject.files.wordpress.com/2019/11/counting-for-dollars-press-release-

11.18.2019.pdf
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The Census Bureau estimates that the additional cost of adjustments to the 2020 Census
operational timeline, as well as direct COVID-related costs (such as PPE for field staff, extra
technology to support more enumerators, COVID-sensitive advertising, etc.), will be $1.5
billion. The Census Bureau intends to cover these additional costs through its contingency fund.
Census stakeholders are concerned that the Census Bureau could deplete its contingency fund,
especially if the Bureau implements important enhancements beyond those currently planned,
leaving the Bureau unable to adequately address other emergencies that may jeopardize the 2020
Census, including natural disasters (such as hurricanes), IT failures, and, unfortunately, further
waves of COVID-19. Therefore, in its next COVID relief package, we urge the Senate to allocate
at least $400 million to help ensure a successful 2020 Census amidst significant challenges,
which the U.S. House of Representatives included in its latest COVID relief bill (H.R. 6800, the
Health and Economic Recovery Omnibus Emergency Solutions Act, or HEROES Act).

We thank you for your continued support of the Census Bureau and the 2020 Census, especially
during these difficult, unpredictable times.

Sincerely,
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